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Thank you, to our sponsors!
 We appreciate your support.

Mentor Soccer Club would like to extend a heartfelt "Thanks" to all of this
year's sponsors. Without your support the youth of our community would not
have the opportunity to participate through such a quality organization.
Mentor Soccer Club encourages its members to show their gratitude to our
sponsors by patronizing their establishments at every opportunity. 
API Pattern Works, Inc. Aqua Ohio
BDL General Contracting Braces by  Dr. Murphy
Branding Iron Cookhouse Chuirneys’ Truck Center
Classic Chevrolet.            D & S Automotive Collision  & Restyling
Drs. Greiner, Visger Dental             Dicks Sporting Goods
Frankie & Dylan’s Collision Infinity Pools & Spas
Katie’s Korner Ice Cream       Kemper House, Mentor 
Lake County Title Lakeshore Dairy Queen
Legend’s Sport Photography Levin Furniture 
Liberty Medical Center Madewell & Son Drywall Supply
Mentor Lions Club Orthodontics by Dr. Lawrence
Owens & Associates P & E Electric 
Serena’s Trophy World SiiBER Marketing
Signature S Salon & Day Spa Studio Soccer Center
Stanley Steemer Stephens Excavating
Tecmark TJ’s on the Avenue
Tuffy Auto Service Walker Brothers Supply
Orthodontics by Dr. Lawrence Owens & Associates 

Velocity Sports Performance Willoughby Dairy Queen
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FIELD DIAGRAM
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PLAYER CALL-UP RULE:
This rule allows coaches to "call up" a substitute player, on a limited basis, in
the event the coach knows he/she will be short-handed for a game.

1. Substitute or called-up players MUST come from an age group younger than
the age group of the team they will substitute on.

2. Substitute players MUST be registered with the Mentor Soccer Club and be
on a current regular team roster.

3. Substitute players MUST be from the Recreational League. No Travel or
Premier players can be used. Exception: A co-ed team may call-up one (1)
player from a girls Travel team in a younger age group.

4. Substitute players MUST wear the uniform of the team on which they hold a
regular roster spot AND a vest or other shirt that closely matches the
uniform color of the team they will substitute on.

5. Each coach is responsible for supplying their Commissioner, one week prior
to the first game of the season, with a list of players on their team that they
feel are capable of playing, if called-up, on an older age group team.
Coaches of Girls teams will identify each of their "call-up" players as
available for Co-Ed or Girls only or both. The Commissioner must provide
the "Call-Up" player list to the commissioner of the next older age group.

6. Commissioners will provide a copy of the "Call-Up" player list to coaches
in their age group at least two (2) days prior to the first game.

7. Coaches MUST make every effort to avoid using the same call-up player
more than one (1) time during each (Fall & Spring) season.

8. In the event of a game schedule conflict, the call-up player MUST play in
his/her regular assigned team's game.

9. Players should be encouraged to give as much advance notice as possible if
a game will be missed.
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INTRODUCTION
This document sets forth the rules of play for the Mentor Soccer Club's
Instructional and Recreational Leagues. All Mentor Soccer Club games will be
played in accordance with the United States Soccer Federation (USSF) rules
unless specifically modified within these Instructional and Recreational League
Rules.

CODE OF ETHICS, SPORTSMANSHIP AND DISCIPLINARY POLICY
By signature on the Annual Registration Form each Member (Parent, Player,

Coach and Trustee) of the Mentor Soccer Club agrees to abide by the following 
Sportsmanship Declaration and Code of Ethics.  The Mentor Soccer Club Board

of Trustees can take action under these codes and declarations, along with the
standard laws of the game, for misconduct pursuant to the policy below.

As stated on the Registration Form, each Member agrees to the following:
1. I, parent/legal guardian of the registrant, a minor, agree that the registrant

and I will abide by the rules of the Mentor Soccer Club (MSC), and the
USYSA, its affiliated organizations and sponsors. Recognizing the
possibility of physical injury associated with soccer and for MSC and the
USYSA accepting the registrant for its soccer programs and activities, I
hereby release, discharge and/or otherwise indemnify MSC and the
USYSA, its affiliated organizations and sponsors, their employees and
associated personnel, including the owners of the fields and facilities
utilized by MSC, against claim by or on behalf of the registrant as a result
of the registrants participation in MSC and/or being transported to or from
same, which transportation I hereby authorize.

2. As parent/legal guardian of the above named player, I hereby give consent
for emergency medical care as prescribed by a duly licensed doctor of
medicine or a doctor of dentistry. This care may be given under whatever
conditions are necessary to preserve life, limb or well being of my
dependent (the registrant).

3. “I hereby consent for the photograph or likeness of my child/ward to be
taken and used without compensation to my child/ward or to me. I
understand the picture and any other information provided to the Club will
not be sold for any purpose, and may be used to publicize a MSC event or
any activities of the Mentor Soccer Club.  I am aware that it may be used in
a brochure, newspaper, be placed on the Internet and/or on the MSC
website, or may be placed in the MSC Newsletter.”

4. I have read and reviewed with my child, the "Sportsmanship Declaration",
"Code Of Ethics" and on the reverse side of the registration form and agree
to abide by them completely. (Listed below)
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CANCELLATION OF GAMES:
Games are not canceled due to weather conditions except for lightening hazard
as stated in Law #5.  However, games may be canceled due to potential hazard
to the players or possible damage to the field.  Decisions of this nature rest with
the league commissioner or the two coaches if the league commissioner is
unavailable at the time the game is scheduled to start.  If the decision is made to
cancel or reschedule a game, the league commissioner and the originally
scheduled referee, must be notified by the coaches.

PLAYER INJURIES:
The referee will stop play whenever there is a player injured and on the ground.
Play will be restarted with a drop ball.  Substitutions may be made by either
team.

For age groups with players under 8 years old, the referee may stop play if a
player is down, but not necessarily injured, if the player is in danger of being
injured.  Restart is by a drop ball at the spot where the ball was at the time play
was stopped.

PLAYING TIME:
All players attending a game must play at least one-half of the game.

A player may not play goalkeeper in consecutive periods of the game.

All players should be encouraged and given equal opportunity to play all
positions during the course of the season (i.e. forward, mid-field, halfback,
fullback and goalkeeper).
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DISCIPLINARY POLICY
A. Standards of Conduct

The Mentor Soccer Club exists to provide the youth of Mentor the
opportunity to acquire and develop soccer skills through levels of
competition.  These skills, as well as the individual growth of the
players, cannot be nurtured in an environment, which permits
confrontation, poor sportsmanship, and verbal and/or physical
abuse among spectators, game participants and game officials. The
MENTOR SOCCER CLUB Trustees support the National Soccer
Coaches of America "Code Of Ethics and Conduct", which states:

 
"Soccer is a sport which belongs to the players. It is a game, which
offers physical challenges, emotional satisfaction, lifelong values and
experiences for those who play. SPORTSMANSHIP and ethical values
highlighting RESPECT, FAIRNESS, CIVILITY, HONESTY,
INTEGRITY and ACCOUNTABILITY, are a foundation for the sport".   

Players are expected to behave in a manner consistent with the
principles of good sportsmanship.  Coaches and spectators shall act in a
 manner that reinforces good sportsmanship.

Under no circumstances shall a player, coach, parent, or spectator enter the
field of play during the match, unless invited by the referee.

PHYSICAL VIOLENCE, FOUL AND ABUSIVE LANGUAGE, and/or
HARRASSMENT OF COACHES, PLAYERS OR REFEREES WILL NOT
BE TOLERATED.

1. Parents and spectators must be aware that the coach is responsible for
his/her actions on the sidelines, and he/she can be sent off the field or
even banned from future games for his/her misconduct.  Parents must
also be aware that they can be asked by the referee to leave the playing
site, and if that request is refused, the referee may, at his/her discretion,
terminate the match.

2. If any player, substitute or coach refuses to leave the playing site
immediately after an ejection by the referee, the referee may terminate
the match.

The referee has the discretionary power to suspend or terminate a match

whenever, by reason of the elements, interference by spectators, or other causes,
he deems such stoppage necessary.
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13. FREE KICK:
Free kicks are classified in two groups, direct and indirect.  The team taking the
direct free kick can score a goal directly from the kick.  The team taking an
indirect free kick cannot score a goal unless the ball has been played or touched
by a player other than the kicker before passing into the goal.

For all free kicks, the opponents must stand ten (10) yards away from the ball.
Opposing players must be outside the penalty area, for free kicks awarded to a
team in their own penalty area.

A team may take any free kick awarded in their own goal area from any point in
the half of the goal area where the free kick was awarded.

A team shall take any free kicks awarded in their opponent's goal area from the
goal area line running parallel to the goal line from the point on the line nearest
to where the offense was committed.

14. PENALTY KICK:
Penalty kicks are taken from the penalty mark and when it is being taken, all
players except for the player taking the kick and the opposing goalkeeper, shall
be within the field of play, but outside the penalty area and at least ten (10) yards
from the penalty mark.

The opposing goalkeeper must stand with both feet on the goal line between the
goal posts and not move until the ball is kicked.

The player taking the kick must play the ball forward and shall not play the ball
a second time until it has been touched by another player.
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• No formal warning prior to suspension or termination is
needed if physical violence, foul & abusive language, and/or
harassment of coaches, players or referees is found.

• The coach is responsible for enforcing the discipline policy for
their players.

• The Mentor Soccer Club shall maintain a record of discipline
actions.

• Suspensions become effective and shall be served
immediately.

• Referees & Coaches should be made aware of suspensions and
inform the Mentor Soccer Club if suspensions were not
served.

B. Other Disciplinary Actions

1. Ejection of a player(s)
a. A player receiving a red card from the referee must sit out the

remainder  of  that  match  plus  his/her  team’s  next  Mentor
Soccer  club  match.   No  substitution  may  be  made  for  the
ejected  player  during the match  in  which the red  card  was
issued.  In the event a player receives a second red card in a
season and a two game suspension would be incurred.

b. It is the duty of the coach to withhold ejected players from the
next  Mentor  Soccer  Club  match.   Any  violation  of  this
requirement will be considered a separate offense and will be
forwarded  to  the  Mentor  Soccer  Club  board  for  additional
action.

c. The Mentor Soccer Club Board Member will attempt to notify
the  coach  of  the  next  scheduled  opponent  of  the  ejected
player’s team.  The coaches of both shall  notify the referee
regarding the suspension prior to the start of the match.
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12. FOULS & MISCONDUCT
Direct Free Kicks
A direct free kick is awarded when a player intentionally commits any of the
following nine offenses:

a. kicks or attempts to kick an opponent;
b. trips or attempts to trip an opponent by any means;
c. jumps at an opponent;
d. charges an opponent from behind;
e. charges an opponent in a violent or dangerous manner;
f. strikes or attempts to strike or spits at an opponent;
g. holds an opponent;
h. pushes an opponent
i. handles the ball (i.e. carries, strikes, or propels the ball with

the hand or arm; this does not apply to the goalkeeper in his
own penalty area.

A penalty kick is awarded if a player of the defending team intentionally
commits one of the above nine offenses in the penalty area.

A penalty kick can be awarded if the ball is in play anywhere on the field and a
direct free kick offense is committed by the defending team in the penalty area.

Indirect Free Kicks
An indirect free kick can be awarded when a player commits any of the five
following offenses:

a. the referee considers the player is playing in a dangerous
manner;

b. charges fairly, when the ball is not in playing distance of
the players involved in the charge and both players are
definitely not trying to play the ball.

c. when obstructing an opponent while not playing the ball;
d. charges the goalkeeper;
e. when playing as goalkeeper in his/her own penalty area:

Sliding Tackling
Sliding Tackling is not permitted in age groups under 12 – It should be used in a
limited basis in the older age groups unless proper technique is used.
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B. Hearings shall be announced at least seven (7) days in advance.  An
effort shall be made to schedule such activities at the convenience of
the  majority  of  the  participants,  whether  members  of  the
Board/Committee or persons to appear before the Board/Committee.

C. When established in accordance with paragraph B. above, persons to
appear  before  the  Board  shall  be  so  notified.   Their  personal
appearance, or the appearance of an individual(s) acting in their behalf,
shall be mandatory.

1. Once notified, persons requested to appear shall have 48 hours
to submit in writing matters in extenuation or mitigation that
may preclude their appearance.  The convening authority shall
have sole authority to rule on such matters.

2. Failure to appear, unless duly excused, shall be grounds for
sanctions as may be determined by the Board of Directors.

MISCONDUCT TOWARD GAME OFFICIALS
The following is Rule 3041 “Misconduct Toward Game Officials” as printed in
the USSF Administrative Handbook, 97/98 Edition.

General  – Misconduct against referees may occur before, during and after the
match, including travel to and from the match.  Misconduct may occur also at
later times when directly related to duties of a game official as a referee.

Terms and References – As used in the rule –

“Referee” includes the following:
A. Any club appointed referee 

 “Hearing” means a meeting of all parties involved and the Mentor soccer club
Board  members.   The  hearing  shall  be  conducted  pursuant  to  guidelines
established by the National State Association.

Referee assault is an intentional act of physical violence at or upon a referee.

Assault includes, but is not limited to, the following acts committed
upon a referee: hitting; kicking; punching; choking; spitting at; or on;
grabbing or bodily running into a referee; head butting; the act of
kicking or throwing any object at a referee that could inflict injury;

damaging the referee’s uniform or personal property, i.e. car,
equipment, etc.
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Anytime the game has stopped due to injury when the ball was being played, a
drop ball shall restart the game.  The ball shall be dropped, by the referee, from
below knee level at the spot where the ball was when play was stopped.

9. BALL IN AND OUT OF PLAY
The ball is OUT OF PLAY for the following circumstances:

a. When it has completely crossed over the goal line (end line)
or touchline (sideline), whether on the ground or in the air;

b. when the game has been stopped by the referee.

The ball is IN PLAY at all other times from the start of the match to the finish,
including rebound from the goal post or crossbar, or corner flag into the field of
play. If the ball rebounds from the referee or linesman when they are in the Field
of Play, the ball is IN PLAY.

In the event of a supposed infringement of the laws, the ball will remain IN
PLAY until a decision by the referee is given.



Mentor Soccer Club, Inc.
12

LAWS OF THE GAME

1. THE FIELD OF PLAY:
The game shall be played on a regulation soccer field which has been scaled
down to fit the size of the players.  The dimensions of the fields are listed in the
Age Specific Rules section. See Figure 1 for a diagram of the field.

* The goal area is where goal kicks are taken
* The penalty area is the area where goalkeepers can use their hands.

2. THE BALL:
The ball shall be spherical and made of synthetic leather. Age groups under 7
should use size three(3) ball , age groups U8 – U12 will use a size four (4) ball.
All other age groups will use a size five (5) ball.

3. NUMBER OF PLAYERS & SUBSTITUTIONS:
The game will be played with the number of players listed in the Age Specific
Laws section of these rules, one of which shall be a goalkeeper.

*Teams must play with an equal number of players on the field,
unless a player removes him/herself from the field of play while
the ball is in play.  The player may return to the field of play with
the referee's permission while the ball is in play.  A substitute may
replace the player at the next stoppage of play in the event the
player is unable to continue to play.

Players may be substituted or re-substituted without limitation.

Substitutes may enter the game under the following conditions;
a) Between periods,
b) after a goal,
c) on any goal kick,
d) on any injury,
e) on a throw-in owned by the players team,
f) to replace a player that has been cautioned or sent off the field

(ejected).
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4. PLAYER EQUIPMENT:
Players shall not wear anything that could cause harm to themselves or another
player, such as watches, rings, earrings, necklaces and neck chains and bracelets.

Shoes may be studded with plastic or rubber studs that are in good condition.
For safety reasons, Mentor Soccer Club strongly encourages the use of studded
soccer shoes.  No Baseball cleats should not be worn as there is an extra cleat on
the front of the shoes.

Shin guards are MANDANTORY and must be worn by all players. No player
shall be permitted to practice or play in a game without shin guards.

The goalkeeper shall wear a jersey of a color distinct to that of their own as well
as opposing teams uniform color.

5. THE REFEREE:
The jurisdiction of the referee shall begin when the referee enters the field of
play to perform pregame duties.  In the event a referee is not available, each
team's coach will referee half of the game.

The referee shall:
a. Officiate the game according to the Laws of the Game and

decide any disputed point;
b. keep a record of the game and act as timekeeper;
c. have the power to stop the game for violations of the Laws of

the Game, player injury, interference by spectators or other
causes that the referee deems necessary;

d. caution players and coaches for unsporting conduct;
e. send off players who are guilty of violent conduct; abusive

language, or repeated misconduct;
f. delay or call a game due to potential lightening hazard. 

The decision of whether the game is completely replayed or stands as played
will rest with the commissioner of the division.
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15. THROW-IN:
When  the whole of the ball passes over the touchline, either on the ground or in
the air, it shall be thrown in from the point where it crossed the line, in any
direction, by a player of the opposing team to that of the player that last touched
the ball prior to the ball crossing over the touch line.  The thrower at the moment
of delivering the ball must face the field of play and part of each foot must
remain touching the ground, at the time the ball is released, either on or outside
the touchline.  The thrower shall use both hands and shall deliver the ball from
behind and over the head.  The ball shall be in play immediately when it enters
the field of play, but the thrower shall not again play the ball until it has been
touched or played by another player.  A goal shall not be scored directly from a
throw-in.

16. GOAL KICK:
When the whole of the ball passes over the goal line except for the area between
the goal posts and under the crossbar, either in the air or on the ground, having
last been touched by a member of the attacking  team, it shall be kicked into
play beyond the penalty area from any point within the goal area.  The kick shall
be retaken if the ball is not kicked beyond the penalty area.  Players from the
opposing side must remain outside the penalty area until the ball has been
kicked out of the penalty area.  A goal shall not be scored directly from a goal
kick.

17. CORNER KICK:
When the whole of the ball passes over the goaline, except for the area between
the goal posts and under the crossbar, either in the air or on the ground, having
last been touched by a member of the defending team, a member of the attacking
team shall take a corner kick.  A goal may be scored directly from such a kick.
Players from the opposing team shall not approach within ten (10) yards of the
ball until it is played.

The location of the corner where the ball shall be placed for a corner kick is
listed in the age specific laws.
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SPORTSMANSHIP DECLARATION
The Mentor Soccer Club Trustees ask for your support with regard to the
important subject of SPORTSMANSHIP. A serious problem with the lack of
respect toward referees and general un-sportsmanship conduct has surfaced on
occasion. As administrators, coaches, players and parents, our behavior and
values need to bring credit to our program, our city and to the sport of soccer.
Please read through the following guidelines and keep foremost in mind, the
best interest of our children and club members.

The MENTOR SOCCER CLUB Trustees support the National Soccer Coaches
of America "Code Of Ethics and Conduct", which states: "Soccer is a sport
which belongs to the players. It is a game, which offers physical challenges,
emotional satisfaction, lifelong values and experiences for those who play.
SPORTSMANSHIP and ethical values highlighting RESPECT, FAIRNESS,
CIVILITY, HONESTY, INTEGRITY and ACCOUNTABILITY, are a
foundation for the sport"

CLUB CODE OF ETHICS
I Hereby Pledge to Provide Positive Support, Care and Encouragement

For My Child Participating In Youth Sports by Following this Code of Ethics.
 

♦ I will encourage good sportsmanship by demonstrating positive behavior
and support for all players, coaches and officials at every game, practice, or
other youth sports event.

♦ I will place emotional and physical well being ahead of any personal desire
to win.

♦ I will help create and support safe and healthy environment. 
♦ I will provide support for coaches and officials to provide a positive,

enjoyable experience for all. 
♦ I will demand a drug, alcohol and tobacco-free sports environment and

agree to assist by refraining from their use at all youth sports events. 
♦ I will remember that the game is for the benefit of the children and not for

adults. 
♦ I will do my very best to make youth sports fun. 



♦ I will treat other players, coaches, fans and officials with respect regardless
of race, sex, creed or ability.

♦ I will help promote an enjoyable youth sports experience within my
personal constraint by assisting with coaching, being a respectful fan or
player, providing transportation or whatever I am capable of doing.
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1) takes more than four steps after taking control of the
ball without releasing the ball into play,

2) having released the ball into play during or after
using four steps, touches the ball again with the
hands before a player on the same team has touched
the ball outside the penalty area or an opponent has
touched the ball anywhere on the field,

3) plays the ball with the hands after being kicked by a
teammate with the intent to play the ball to the
goalkeeper,

4) indulges in tactics, which in the opinion of the
referee are designed to delay the game and therefore
waste time.

Caution
A player shall be cautioned for:

a. dissenting by word or action, any referee decision;
b. unsporting conduct;
c. persistent infringement of the laws;
d. entering or leaving the field of play without the

referee's permission.

An indirect free kick will be awarded to the opposing team at the place
where the offense occurred for any of the first three offenses unless a
more serious infringement of the laws was committed. 

An indirect free kick is awarded for the last offense if the referee
chooses to stop play to caution the player for committing the offense.

 
Send Offs
A player shall be sent off the field for:

a violent conduct or serious foul play;
b. abusive or foul language;

c. persistent infringement of the laws after receiving a
caution.

The opposing team shall be awarded an indirect free kick if the game
was stopped to send the player from the field of play.
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4. Mentor Soccer Club shall insure that these standards of conduct are
distributed and understood throughout the club.  Repetition of
occurrences of misconduct which shows a “disregard for these
guidelines” could lead to long term penalties, up to and including
prohibition from further participation in Mentor Soccer Club play
of the offending players and/or coaches.

B. Termination of Matches by the Referee Due to Misconduct
The termination of a match by a referee for reason(s) other than
inclement weather is considered to be the most serious action.  If 
abandonment  of  a  match  is  necessary,  in  the  opinion  of  the
officials, a full explanation will be submitted separately by each
official and coach, listing the circumstances and details leading to
match termination. Members of the board will review terminated
matches  and  shall  provide  details  to  trustees  and  determine  the
appropriate action.

SUSPENSIONS
In order to promote appropriate behavior and conduct within the Laws of the
Game, Mentor Soccer Club maintains the following procedures for instances of
misconduct.

A. Incident Investigation
1. When an incident of misconduct is reported to the club, an official

investigation will be conducted with all parties involved by the
appropriate board members.  Facts will be gathered from all parties
involved. All parties involved will be contacted to obtain facts of
the incident.

2. Investigation will be done through informal contact with all parties
or depending on time issues a formal meeting with the involved
parties.

3. Upon conclusion of the investigation of misconduct, depending on
the severity of the incident, the following disciplinary actions may
be taken:



a. Suspension – length of time will be determined by board
b. Formal warning-Can not receive more than one
c. Termination  of  club  activities  or  responsibilities  for  a

determined period
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10. METHODS OF SCORING:
A goal is scored when the ball completely crosses the goal line (end line),
between the goal posts and under the crossbar, provided the ball has not been
thrown, carried or intentionally propelled by hand or arm, by the player of the
attacking team, except in the case of a goalkeeper, who is within his/her own
penalty area.

A goal cannot be scored directly from an Indirect Free Kick, a Goal Kick,
Kickoff or Throw In.

11. OFFSIDE:
A player is in an "Offside" position when the player is nearer to the opponent's
goal line than the ball, unless:

a. The player is in the player's own half of the field;
b. the player is not nearer to the opponent's goal line than at

least two players from the opposing team.

A player shall only be declared offside and penalized for being offside, if at the
moment the ball is played by another team member, the player is in the opinion
of the referee:

a. Interfering with play or with an opponent;
b. is seeking to gain advantage by being in that position.

A player shall not be declared "Offside" by the referee for the following reasons:

a. Just because the player is in an offside position;
b. the ball was last touched or played by an opponent;
c. the player receives the ball direct from a Goal Kick; Corner

Kick or Throw-in;
d. when the ball has been dropped by the referee.
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2. Ejection of Coach or Team Official(s)
a. A coach or team official receiving a red card from the referee

must leave the field and the area surrounding the field for the
remainder of the match. In addition, the coach is prohibited
from participating in the next match and is not allowed to be
present  at  the  field  or  in  the  area  surrounding  the  field.
Coaches ejected from matches may be subject to review and
additional sanctions.

b. It  is  the  coach’s  duty  to  self-impose  the  appropriate
suspension.  If a suspended coach participates enters the field
of  play  or  the  area  surrounding  the  field  while  under
suspension, the game will be suspended.

c. The Mentor Soccer Club will attempt to notify the coach of
the next scheduled opponent of the suspended coach’s team.
The substitute coach and the opposing coach shall notify the
referee regarding the suspension prior to the start of the match.

Physical violence, foul and abusive language and/or harassment of
coaches, players or referees will not be tolerated.
Because of the seriousness of such instances, red cards issued during or
after the end of a match, as a result of physical violence, foul and 
abusive language and/or harassment are subject to review by Rules and
Discipline. The Board may impose additional penalties, which are not
subject to appeal within Mentor Soccer Club. Normally, the Board will
conduct a disciplinary hearing when physical violence occurs before,
during or after a match, to determine if additional penalties are 
warranted.

OFFICIAL HEARINGS
A. Periodically, it may be necessary for the Board of Directors to conduct

hearings on breaches of the Articles of Incorporation, By-Laws, Rules
and Procedures, and /or Laws of the Game.
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6. THE LINESMAN:
One linesman shall be appointed by each coach to assist the referee in
determining when the ball is out of play.

7. DURATION OF THE GAME:
The game shall be played in two (2) equal halves or four (4) equal  quarters.
The number and length of the periods is described in the age Specific Laws
section.

Time shall not be extended for any reason except for prolonged injury time or to
permit a penalty kick being taken at or after the expiration of the normal period.
No overtime shall be played. 

The half time interval shall not exceed five (5) minutes.  The time between
quarters shall not exceed two (2) minutes.

8. THE START OF PLAY:
At the beginning of the game, choice of ends and the kickoff shall be decided by
the toss of a coin. The team winning the coin toss shall have the choice of an end
to defend or to kickoff the ball.

At the beginning of each period, the referee will signal the start of play by
blowing the whistle.  A player will kick the ball, while it is stationary on the
ground in the center of the field, into the opponents half of the field.  All players
shall be in their half of the field and every player of the opposing team shall
remain at least ten (10) yards from the ball until it is kicked.

The kicker may not play the ball again after the kickoff until it has been touched
by another player.

After a goal is scored, the team against which the goal was scored shall kickoff.

Teams shall change ends of the field at the start of the second half and play shall
start with a kickoff by a member of the opposing team that kicked off at the start

of the game.  Teams shall retain the kickoff for both periods within a half when
the duration of the game is four (4) quarters rather than two (2) halves.
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Referee  abuse  is  a  verbal  statement  or  physical  act  not  resulting  in
bodily contact which implies or threatens physical harm to a referee or
the referee’s property or equipment.

Abuse  includes,  but  is  not  limited  to,  the  following  acts
committed  upon  a  referee;  using  foul  or  abusive  language
toward a referee; spewing any beverage on a referee’s personal
property; or verbally threatening the referee.

Verbal  threats  are  remarks  that  carry  the  implied  or  direct
threat of physical harm.  Such remarks as “I’ll get you after
the game” or “You won’t get out of here in one piece,” shall
be deemed referee abuse.

Jurisdiction  and  hearings.  (Condensed  and  paraphrased  for
understanding ) 

A. When any Mentor Soccer Club player, coach, manager, club
official  or  game  official  assaults  or  abuses  a  referee  the
original  jurisdiction  to  adjudicate  rests  with  Mentor  Soccer
Club. 

B. When Mentor Soccer Club verifies the allegation of assault,
the person is automatically suspended until the hearing of the
assault.

C. In cases of report of referee abuse, a hearing is held only when
requested  by  the  alleged  assailant  or  otherwise  deemed
appropriate by the convening authority.

Penalties and Suspensions
A. Assault

The player, coach, manager or official committing the referee
assault  is  automatically  suspended  for  a  yearly  period
determined by the Mentor Soccer Club. 

B. Referee Abuse



The minimum suspension period for referee abuse shall be at
least  three  (3)  scheduled  matches  within  the  rules  of  that
competition.  


